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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 
Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a visitor’s 
card in the pew rack that you can fill out and either hand to 
an usher or drop in the offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late Sunday 
morning services.  We also have a room where parents can tend to little 
ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an usher for 
directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are available at 
Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t hesitate to 
ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 
communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful confidence 
when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  As he says 
of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my blood”; and 
of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at the 
head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving the 
wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip the 
host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune but 
would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting 
minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 

 

 Worship Note:  Our church’s Presiding Bishop, the Rev. Elizabeth 
Eaton, recently encouraged all congregations of the ELCA to study the 
Catechism this Lent. With this mind we will use the Ten Commandments 
with Martin Luther’s explanations as our Confession of Faith during the 
season’s first five Sundays; and on the sixth, Palm Sunday, we will turn to 
Luther’s wondrous explanation of the Second Article of the Creed: “I 
believe in Jesus Christ….” For the latest English translation of the 
Catechism, see our hymnal at page 1160 and following.   
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Third Sunday in Lent 
March 15, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Meditation in F,” Michael Helman (8:30) 

“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say,” James Biery (11) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 
Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts,” #658 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our 
thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink 
from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

God's Word for Children (11 only)   
Younger children (Pre-K to Grade 4) are invited to follow the presiding pastor and other 
leaders downstairs for a time of special listening designed just for them. The aim is to help 
them hear today's Gospel at their level. They will rejoin their parents before the offering is 
taken. 
 

First Reading Exodus 17:1-7 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with 
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, 
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in 
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the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is 
the LORD among us or not?” 
  The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  95: 1-7 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

 

 

1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. Refrain 
 
3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 
  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are | also yours. 
5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.  
7For the LORD is our God,  
 and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand. 
  Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! Refrain 
 

Second Reading Romans 5:1-11 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 
God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 



7 

 

suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, 
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, 
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his 
life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation “Word of God, Come Down on Earth,” #510 

 stanza 1 

Word of God, come down on earth, 
living rain from heav'n descending; 
touch our hearts and bring to birth 
faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere you; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

Gospel John 4:5-42 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

We read and hear this as a drama involving our Lord, a woman, Jesus’ disciples, and the 
woman’s neighbors. Where lines are in bold print, please join the reading. 

 

  5So Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give 
me a drink’. 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The 
Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, 
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a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you living water.’  

11Woman:  ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor 
Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 
flocks drank from it?’  

13Jesus:  ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give 
them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal 
life.’  

15Woman: ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have 
to keep coming here to draw water.’ 

16Jesus:  ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’  
17Woman: ‘I have no husband.’  
Jesus:  ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 18for you 

have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not 
your husband. What you have said is true!’  

19Woman: ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshipped 
on this mountain, but you say that the place where people 
must worship is in Jerusalem.’  

21Jesus: ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But 
the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.’ 

25Woman: ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When 
he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ 

26Jesus:  ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’ 

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are 
you speaking with her?’ 28Then the woman left her water-jar and went back 
to the city. She said to the people, 29‘Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ 30They left 
the city and were on their way to him. 
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31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat 
something.’ 32But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not 
know about.’ 33So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has 
brought him something to eat?’ 34Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, 
“Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around 
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already 
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 
reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, “One sows 
and another reaps.” 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.’ 

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ 40So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there for two days. 41And many more believed because of his 
word. 42They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 
that this is truly the Savior of the world.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say,” #611 

Confession of Faith Fifth & Sixth Commandments 

 
You shall not murder. 
What does this mean? 
 
We are to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm 
the lives of our neighbors, but instead help and support them in all of 
life’s needs. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
What does this mean? 
 
We are to fear and love God, so that we lead pure and decent lives in 
word and deed, and each of us loves and honors his or her spouse. 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Lord in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

Offering “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” Sandra Eithun (8:30) 
“Rock of Ages” Cleft for Me” (11)  

Stand as you are able 
 

Presentation of the Gifts “Create In Me” #188 
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Let us pray.  Receive, O God, 
our bodies and souls and all our talents, together with these offerings 
we bring before you.  For you have bought us to be your own, that we 
may live for you.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion “O Lamb of God,” #197  

 “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether,” #470 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me,” #623 

 

Stand as you are able 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament 
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled 
with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

 
 

Sending Song “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer,” #618 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer,” Stephen Folkemer 

 
“On My Heart Imprint Your Image,” Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703, tr. Peer O. Strumme; Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johan R. 
Koniz. 
95:1; Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A© 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Mike Thiel (11) 
 

Lectors – Amy Roman (8:30); Brandon Piteo (11) 
 

Communion Assistants – Kate Durban, Kent Skurkey, Scott Straffen (8:30); 
Melissa Hollander, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (11) 

 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  
Evan Thiel, Luke Thiel (11) 

 
Cantor – Adam Castro (8:30) 

 

Joy Ringers (8:30) – Directed by Ruth King 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban(8:30);  
Amy Hunger, Mark Hunger (11) 

 

Greeters – Ann & Bob Kreps (11) 
 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Craig Jernigan (8:30);  
Christopher Champion, Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Tyler Seagro (11) 

 

Trustee – David Fretthold 
 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Maria Geier 
 

Nursery – Deanna McLeeson, Sarah McLeeson (11) 
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In our Prayers 

 The Church, summoned to shine with hope in God in this very 
troubled world 

 

 Scientists and health officials worldwide who are studying and 
attempting to manage the coronavirus outbreak.  We remember 
our local, state, and national elected officials and leaders as they 
make critically important decisions for the wellbeing of 
communities and people 

 

 Those most vulnerable, especially those most at risk due to health 
concerns and compromised immune systems, those without paid 
leave from employment and those severely impacted in terms of 
income and employment due to the pandemic of COVID-19     

 

 The ill:   Ed Kaylor (father of Chris Kaylor), Jean Konfal, Dorothy 
Lewis, Fred Stull (father of Lindsay Rados), Edna Terhorst (mother 
of Linda Herhuth), Karen Wittrock; all who are hospitalized or in 
care facilities, including Ruth Marquardt and Edith Kundtz 

 

 In mourning:   Al Namestnik at the death of his brother, Kenneth; 
Kim Paton on the death of her sister, Judi.   

 

This Week’s Commemorations 
 
Mar. 17—PATRICK, d. 461, the great missionary to Ireland. 
 
Mar 19—JOSEPH, Mary’s husband and the guardian of our Lord, whose 
faith and courage helped bring the light of Christ into the world.   

 

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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